Seasonal Farm Work and Chores

   The following selection of chores and farm work was taken from the 1853 diary of Henry H. Arnold, a Miami Valley Farmer. It should provide you with a basic understanding of some of the typical farm chores done during each season. It is also broken down month to month to further illustrate seasonal work.

Winter:

January:  butchering hogs + beef, hauled crops to town, hauled cordwood, worked at 

                 sawmill, cut shingle wood, went to market.

February: repaired smoke house, cleaned up harness and harness room, went to mill,

                  split firewood, visited with neighbors and church members, tapped my sugar 

                  trees, went to market.

March: cut fodder, boiled down sugar water for syrup, plowed for corn and oats, made 

              fence and mended fence, sowed oats, went to market.

Spring:

April: harrowed and plowed for flax, hauled lumber, sowed flax, started sweet potatoes 

            in hot bed, hauled crops to market, worked at sawmill.

May: planted corn, sowed oats, planted potatoes, made workbench, visited with 

          neighbors and church members, went to market, planted sweet potatoes, sheared 

          the sheep.

June: painted carriage, mowed clover, went to market, raked hay, cut wheat.

Summer:

July: cut timothy, cleaned sweet potatoes, hauled in wheat, mowed hay, put up hay,

         plowed corn, cut flax, cut oats, threshed flax, went to market.

August: worked on drilling wheat, worked in garden, plowed for rye, plowing for wheat,

               pulled stumps, threshed wheat, went to market.

September: drilled wheat, dug sweet potatoes, helped do wash, threshed wheat and oats, 

                    cleaned clover seed, picked apples, went to market.

Fall:

October: made cider, boiled apple butter, cleaned oats and wheat seed, threshed wheat, 

                dug potatoes, husked corn, picked apples for winter, went to market.

November: visited with neighbors and church members, went to market, killed a calf and 

                    butchered it, husked corn, hauled corn in, worked on barn.

December: husked corn, cut and hauled wood, took clover seed to market, threshed 

                   wheat, killed and butchered beef.

