Planting Times + Growing Seasons

   The following information should provide you with a rough guideline on planting period crops. The following information was taken from a period farmers diary and gives you an idea of when one Ohio farmer did his planting. However, I must give a disclaimer that the times for planting and preparing the soil vary from farmer to farmer and for different locations. Please keep that in mind, depending on where you are from. Also, compare these dates with the work done by farmers in your local area. See if farmers still work off of the same rough schedule. That is also an easy way to determine planting times.

Tobacco: 

March: started tobacco seed.

May: Planted tobacco seedlings.

October-November: Cut tobacco and put it up to dry.

Corn:

December-March: plowed for corn.

May: planted corn.

October-November: hauled corn in.

Wheat:

August: plowed for wheat.

September: drilled wheat.

June: cut wheat.

July: hauled in wheat.

September: threshed wheat.

Flax:

April: plowed for flax.

April-May: sowed flax seed.

July: cut flax.

July-August: threshed flax.

Hay:

June: cut and raked hay.

July: cut and raked hay.

August: cut and raked hay.

Sorghum:

March/April: plowed for sorghum.

April/May: planted sorghum.

September/October: harvested sorgum.

Rye:

August: plowed for rye.

September: planted rye.

July: hauled in rye.

Oats:

March: plowed for oats.

March/April: sowed oats.

July: cut oats.

September: threshed oats.

Potatoes:

March: plowed for potatoes.

March/April: planted potatoes.

October: dug potatoes.

Sweet Potatoes:

February/March: started sweet potatoes in hot bed.

March: plowed for sweet potatoes.

April/May: plant sweet potatoes.

September: dug sweet potatoes.

