Farms and Their Outbuildings

The farm house and its clustering of buildings basically made up the center of farm life. However, the number and type of buildings varied greatly. Different buildings were used for all sorts of different reasons. Pastures, paddocks, and a wide variety of fencing would then surround these various buildings. The following are a listing of various outbuildings and their uses.

Barn: The barn was essentially the dominant building at any farmstead. The barn was located at a convenient distance from the house, but far enough away to keep the smell and flies away. Barns are usually classified according to levels. There are one, two and three level barns. The function of the barn was to provide shelter for livestock on the lower level, and to house equipment and provide for storage of hay, straw and grain on the upper levels. The sizes and styles of barns varies greatly in different areas of a state and the country. Materials used to build the barn were usually native to the area. Items barns were made out of include logs, limestones, sandstone, bricks, oak, chestnut, pine, and other suitable timber.

Springhouse: The springhouse would be one of the first and oldest buildings on a farm. They were used primarily as a cover and protection for the domestic and farm water supply. However, because of their cool temperature they were also used to store milk, eggs and butter.  Barrels or jugs of cider, vinegar and wine were also stored here.

Summer kitchen: The summer kitchen was the traditional building used to cook in during the hot summer months. Typically a separate kitchen, away from the rest of the house, was used during the warmer months to keep the heat out of the house. Also, this helped prevent the spread of fire. During the 1860s, the hearth and stove were both used, depending on your economic and social status.

Smokehouse: Every farm had a smoke house to preserve meats for the upcoming year. A smokehouse was a small building used to smoke meats in. A low smoky fire was built using woods like hickory, maple, or apple, and the meats hung up to dry.  A Combination of the smoke and added salt help preserve the meat. The meat would then be properly preserved for the upcoming summer months.

Ice House: The icehouse was a building used to store blocks of ice for use throughout the year. During the winter months, ice would be cut from ponds, lakes or dammed creeks, using saws. The ice would then be carried and stored on a wagon to ship back to the icehouse. The icehouse itself was dug out several feet and the walls filled with sawdust. Once the ice was loaded into the icehouse it would be packed and covered with sawdust to keep it cool. Throughout the summer, ice would be readily available for cooling perishables and for making items like ice cream. 

Bakeoven: In many German communities it was felt that the bakeoven should be the first building erected. Bakeovens were typically used on the farm for mass production of bread for the family. A bake oven was a small brick or stone building in which a fire was built using split wood or kindling. Once that the oven had heated up for a period of time, the fire and coals were then removed. Thus, the bread or baked goods were baked right on the hot bricks. Breads, cakes, pies, biscuits, cookies and crackers were all baked in this manner. Baked goods were also prioritized due to the oven cooling down.  A typical bakeoven could produce ten or more bakings in a single firing.

Outhouse: The privy or out house was the primary form of restroom facilities in the 1860s. Outhouses came in various styles or shapes and were usually located adjacent to the house. Some outhouses were single-holed and some had multiple holes. For sanitary purposes, available papers or more commonly corncobs were used. If the outhouse became full, you would simply fill it in and dig yourself a new one.

Hen House: Due to the growing demand for eggs and fowl, many farmers did away with free-range chickens and built hen houses. A hen house was small structure situated with boxes in it for the hens to lay their eggs in. In turn, the eggs were collected daily and sold off at market.

Windmills: Even though windmills were seen as early as the 1850s in the plains, they were still not commonly seen in Ohio in the 1860s. The Ohio Ag. Reports even state that the number is so insignificant that they would not even report on them.

